
"Just •what the doctor ordered” 

REFILL NO. 21 MAY, 1990 



SMALL DOSES 


WHEN YOU THINK of the tons of re-ele£tion 
campaign bulldoo mailed postage-free by members 
of Congress (on the pretext of keeping constituents 
informed), wouldn’t you think Congress might de¬ 
mand that the IRS furnish poStage-free envelopes 
for tax returns ? 

INFORMATION, PLEASE: My paper cutter is 
a 26-inch Chandler & Price. Although it’s almoSt 
90 years old, it works juSt dandy. But in the eight 
years I’ve had it, I have never attached & used the 
side gauge. It’s possible that I should have; but the 
reason I haven’t is that I need to figure out a) what 
it’s for and b) how it’s used for whatever it’s for. If 
anyone out there knows, I would appreciate being 
clued in. 









FINAL ENTRY, a sort of switch on the theme, 
in the ongoing saga of Runty Little Rhody. This 
comes from former super-student Tom Sahagian, 
now of New York. He found, in something called 
Innumeracy: Mathematical Illiteracy and its 
Consequences by J. A. Paulos, this astounding in¬ 
sight: "The size of a human cell is to that of a per¬ 
son as a person’s size is to that of Rhode Island.” 
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THIS is Stempel’s Hoyer Schonschrift 12 d. 


MY RECENT ‘dignant memo’ requeSt for APA 
prop, cards produced, as of now, 34 for my collec¬ 
tion. But I haSten to add that 23 of them came in 
a package from Bill McKay, who seems to have a 
big supply of duplicates. One new card came from 
a member of long Standing who wrote that he had 
never before printed one but was moved to do so by 
my "dignance.” 










OUR RESIDENT animal control officer, Cod- 
dington ForkStroke, reports that ever since the big 
Washington, D.C., Zoo acquired its albino gnu it 
has been a problem. Zoo directors everywhere are 
demanding that D.C. send facsimile pictures of the 
rare beaSt. Although the harried D.C. zoo curator 
issued news releases that no more would be sent, 
requests continued to pour in. So he called a news 
conference, Stared into the cameras and declared: 
"Read my clips. No gnu faxes! ” 

SOME WORDS we are especially careful with in 
setting type: trail, fiance, scarred, public, shut. 

A GOOD OLD DAYS ITEM: a well-remem¬ 
bered chore in my youth was a long walk once a 
month to the branch office of The Edison Electric 
Illuminating Co. to pay the bill. If a new bulb was 
needed I would take along the one that had burned 
out (or juSt the brass base if it was broken) and re¬ 
ceive a free replacement. That has always Struck me 
as an eminently sensible practice for a monopoly 
utility, moSt recently laSt week when I shelled out 
$2.88 for one 3-way bulb. 




ORNITHOLOGY NOTE: In 25 years here we 
have watched a Steady drop in the number of song¬ 
bird varieties that visit our feeders and bushes, a 
result, we assume, of the encroachment upon open 
farmlands and woods of residential developments. 

So it came as a surprise the other day 
when we spotted a solitary Stranger of 
a species never before seen so close to 
home—a rock dove. Or, in plain Eng¬ 
lish, a common domeStic pigeon. He bob-bobbed 
his way around the lawn for a while, doing what 
pigeons do, pecking at invisible seeds, and whirred 
off. We can’t imagine what he was doing here; did 
he have romantic designs on one of the mourning 
doves that tidy up the ground around the feeders? 
The closeSt pigeon flock we know of gathers among 
the Steel girders beneath a highway overpass some 
seven miles away. 


Small Doses, a Wayside Press whimsy, will be 
compounded occasionally for relief of the pub¬ 
lisher’s gaseous opinions. W. Doctor, prop., at 7 Way- 
side Court, Kingston, RI 02881. AAPA 6? APA 554. 








